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What change the name of an era reveals: a study on representation of female royals from the Taisho Era to the Showa Era

Kennosuke MOTEGI

Abstract

A large number of studies have been conducted regarding the role of the empress in modern Japan. However, most of them have overlooked the change

in representation of Princess Nagako (Empress Kojun) from the Taisho Era to the Showa Era. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the topic through

studying Fujokai, which is a famous women’s magazine in modern Japan. It concludes that the change of era shifted the representation of the empress

from diverse modern girl to stereotyped "Mother of the Nation". The change of era consequently exposes the weakness of the emperor system.

Keywords: royals in Modern Japan, magazine, Fujokai, Princess Nagako (Empress Kojun), Kan KIKUCHI
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