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Abstract

[Purpose] This study aimed to clarify what knowledge college students at the Faculty of Health
Sciences have about human development, especially human development in infancy, childhood, and
adolescence/young adulthood.

[Methods] A short test about the development in “infancy,” "early childhood,” “childhood,” and
“adolescence and young adulthood” was administered to three male and 38 female first-year students
of the Faculty of Health Sciences at “A” University in the Kanto region, who attended the course titled
“Developmental Psychology” (a half-year course of 15 sessions) which the author taught in Academic
Year 2016, and their answers were analyzed.

[Results] It was clarified that the extent of students” knowledge varies considerably from item to
item about any of infancy, early childhood, childhood, adolescence and young adulthood and that
there are some items that they understand equally while there are other items that they do not know
well.

[Conclusion] It is suggested that students acquire correct knowledge about matters which are
easy for them to understand because of their own experience, etc. while otherwise, they may have
acquired incorrect knowledge.

Key words:Development psychology, Infancy, Early Childhood, Childhood, Adolescence and Young
Adulthood



