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Abstract

Following the implementation of the revised Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act
in April 2019, which includes a new type of visa that allows thousands of foreign people to work in
Japan, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology conducted a second
nationwide survey on the schooling status of children of foreign nationality in 2022. The survey
revealed that out of 133,300 foreign children, there may be as many as 10,000 children who are not
attending Japanese schools despite being eligible for enrolment. This is a situation that cannot be
overlooked from the perspective of achieving the SDGs, which are based on the principle of 'no one is
left behind', and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states that 'all children must
have free primary education as a duty'. So far, various initiatives have been taken by local
municipalities to address these issues. However, the response is still left to the efforts of individual
municipalities, and there is still a large disparity between municipalities. Therefore, initiatives of
Echizen, Fukui, an advanced multicultural region were reported. Echizen abolished the nationality
clause in 2000 and employed foreign staff member in 2014. It is also working to promote
multiculturalism in cooperation with a business and a university. In particular, the budget has been
increased, to ensure the availability of personnel to support foreign children. It is expected that each
municipality will take up the example of advanced municipalities such as Echizen, Fukui.
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