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A Study on the Present Situation and Teaching Methods of Craft

Subjects in Elementary School Arts and Crafts

—Focus on subjects that make use of the

“mechanism” —

Katsuhiro MOGI Masaki INOUE

Abstract

In this study, we conducted a survey on how craft education is handled at the early childhood

education and elementary school levels. The survey used textbooks used in childcare teacher training

programs, textbooks used in elementary schools, and instructional plans available on a website. The

results showed that in the lower grades of elementary school, many of the activities involved making

usable objects and making use of mechanisms. These activities decreased as the students moved up

through the grades. Instead, crafts that convey information and decoration were found to increase.

The general teaching method in craft education is to first understand the mechanism and then

expand the image, but we proposed that depending on the purpose of the class, the flow of thinking

about the mechanism in accordance with the image may be more suitable.
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