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Research on language acquisition in early childhood and child-
rearing support initiatives in multicultural childcare.

Maki NAKANO, Akemi ONISHI, Akiko TSUKAGOSHI, Takuya TANAKA

Abstract

For infants and young children from foreign families to acquire and develop language, it is

assumed that in addition to their parents, support from childcare workers and support from the

government will help them. In addition, various efforts are being made by childcare workers to

promote not only language but also multicultural understanding. However, there are still many

areas where research has not yet been conducted on how these efforts are being carried out and the

evaluation of those efforts, and there are various efforts and remaining issues in language

acquisition for foreign children.

Therefore, we conducted an interview survey with current childcare workers with the aim of

clarifying some of the efforts of childcare workers to promote linguistic and non-linguistic

multicultural understanding. In this survey, we asked YMCA Tsurumi Nursery School, which has a

track record of accepting many foreign children in Tsurumi Ward, Yokohama City, Kanagawa

Prefecture, which has a large number of foreign residents, to investigate and asked three current

childcare workers. An interview survey was conducted and analyzed.

Keywords: multicultural childcare, YMCA Tsurumi Nursery School, Childcare support
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